Case Study 
“Is Rome Burning?”  
(Part II)
Are the following conclusions correct? 
(“Yes”/ “No”)
1. The acts of the picketers in blocking the Court’s main gate and accosting/ stopping the Judges were desirable / called for.
2. The sudden withdrawal of the rostrum and picketing shortly after issuance of Contempt notices is a mere coincidence.
3. The Police were extremely concerned all along. Otherwise the SP would not have personally escorted the Judges inside the Court complex on a day of “General Bandh” even though there was no picketing.
4. After his elevation, the Chief Justice is now inaccessible for verifying the actual facts. In such situation, the DGP’s version that he was asked to “merely monitor the Law and Order situation” credible. 
5. Whatever instructions were given by the CJ to the DGP were adequately followed.
6. Had the picketers been ordinary people or just petty level political workers, the response / attitude of the Police and Administration would have been identical.
Are the following defences / justifications raised by the Police and Administration convincing?





  (“Yes” /“No”) 
7. They had no knowledge of the Judges being picketed, or the Court staff / litigants being blocked.
8. The DM’s Fax Machine from which Faxes were sent to the High Court was “not in his personal view”. So he had no scope to know about the Court crisis.
9. There was no obstruction in the administration of justice since GR  & NGR cases were done in the PS or at the Judge’s residence.

10. The Legal Aid function and Monitoring Committee Meeting were held in the Court’s premises without any obstruction. So there was no scope to act against any picketer.

11. There was no need to act as the Judges “sought no help”.

12. There was no violation of any actual Judicial Order, and so “No Contempt”. 
Consider the actual position of Law in relation to the following questions – 
    (The internet or any Law Books may be accessed)
13. Do the acts of the picketers constitute any offence(s) in IPC or other Law? 
14. Whether those acts do amount to “Contempt, Civil or Criminal”?
15. Should the Police have intervened when the Judges were accosted / denied entry, although it is a fact that no violence ever took place?
16. Should the Police have intervened when the picketeers intimidated and sent back the Court’s staff / litigants, although again there was no violence? 
17. Did the situation call for any action by the DM or other Executive Magistrate?
18. Should a Police Officer or Executive Magistrate intervene to prevent an untoward situation on his own, or only if help is sought in a strictly formal manner? 
